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In a bid to strengthen DRDIP monitoring mechanisms on 

mixed migration and forced displacement and promote 

adoption of evidence based inputs towards addressing and 

understanding migration issues in the Horn of Africa, IGAD 

DRDIP entered into partnership with Danish Refugee 

Council's Mixed Migration Center (DRC-MMC).

Under this arrangement, DRC MMC was expected to 

establish the initial baseline monitoring on the ow of mixed 

migration; develop data collection tools that are 

contextualized for the specic DRDIP implementation areas 

in Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Djibouti as well as targeted 

areas of return for Somali refugees in Somalia; harvest 

detailed data on the causes of the human mobility with 

intention to derive patterns and relationships to ongoing or 

anticipated political, economic and climate related 

developments; as well as expand data management 

capacity, deploy monitors in DRDIP implementation areas. 

The partnership deal was inked in November 2019 through 

the support of The World Bank.

The MMC is a global network consisting of seven regional 

hubs and a central unit in Geneva engaged in data 

collection, research, analysis, and policy development on 

mixed migration. It is a leading source of independent and 

high-quality data, research, analysis, and expertise on 

mixed migration. The MMC aims to increase understanding 

of mixed migration, positively impact global and regional 

migration policies, inform evidence-based protection 

responses for people on the move, and stimulate forward 

thinking in public and policy debates on mixed migration. 

The MMC's overarching focus is on human rights and 

protection for all people on the move.

MMC's objectives are: (a) contribute to a better, more 

nuanced and balanced understanding of mixed migration 

(knowledge); (b) contribute to evidence-based and better-

informed migration policies and debates (policy); and (c) 

contribute to effective evidence-based protection responses 

for people on the move (programming);

4MI data collection - capturing the voices of people on 

the move

The Mixed Migration Centre's agship '4Mi' data collection 

project conducts data collection with refugees and migrants 

in mixed migration ows. 4Mi explores a broad range of 

themes including proles of people undertaking mixed 

migration journeys, what migration journeys actually look 

like (routes, nancing, duration), drivers of migration, 

aspirations and intentions of refugees and migrants, dangers 

faced by refugees and migrants en route, vulnerability levels 

of refugees and migrants, smuggling, and decision making. 

Data collection is done using a standardized, structured 

survey providing measurable data which can be used in 
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statistical analysis. The nature and length of the survey and 

the type of questions means that while being quantitative, 

4Mi data provides rich and in-depth insights. 4Mi recruits 

both male and female data collectors to conduct in-depth 

interviews on a continuous basis. These data collectors are 

trained and closely supervised using a smart phone-based 

application to record and transmit completed interviews to 

the 4Mi hub for verication and analysis. 

4Mi does not provide longitudinal data but instead only 

interviews respondents once and does not follow the same 

respondents over a longer period of time with repeated 

measurements. Additionally, 4Mi data is not representative 

of national or international migration ows and thus cannot 

be used to provide estimates of the volume or characteristics 

of the overall migrant population. This is inuenced by the 

sampling methodology which is purposive and snowballing. 

As part of the partnership between IGAD and MMC, 

between November 2018 to the end of June 2020, 4Mi 

conducted more than 1,500 interviews with migrants and 

refugees from or traveling through Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Somalia and Uganda.

with an intention of travelling to other countries further 

aeld, this often involved several stops along the way as 

they travelled through the country. Respondents noted they 

were stopped in Kenya in order to: apply for asylum, rest, 

stay with friends/relatives, look for smugglers, wait for 

fellow travellers to catch up, or they were detained or 

blocked from moving on by authorities. 

4Mi data collectors have been active in locations across 

Kenya since 2019. During data collection from January to 

March 2020, the two main nationalities interviewed in 

Kenya were Somali and Ethiopian refugees and migrants. 

However, there were also a small number of respondents 

from Burundi, DR Congo and Rwanda, South Sudan and 

Uganda.

Kenya is reported as a country of transit for most 

respondents. According to 4Mi data collection, 74% of 

respondents reported that they had not yet reached the end 

of their journeys. This marks a decrease from the 90% of 

respondents that reported Kenya as a transit country, during 

previous data collection from July 2017 to November 

2019. Only 5% of respondents noted that Kenya was their 

nal destination. Of those, factors such as economic 

opportunities, better living standards, and family 

reunication were among the top listed reasons. 

While most respondents were transiting through Kenya 
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Ali , Djiboutian*

I started my journey about year ago in a rural town near Ali 

Sabieh, in Djibouti. I had spent my whole life there and I 

am 25 now. I am single and don't have any children. I had 

completed secondary school, but I couldn't get a job and it 

was difcult to do business and I couldn't see a way to 

resolve my situation, so I decided to leave to look for better 

opportunities. I'm hoping to get to Angola because I've 

heard that that there are more opportunities for work 

there, and access to better education. 

I saved up the little money I had and got some support 

from my family and friends to start my journey. The money 

I started with was not enough and I've had to ask my 

family and friends to send me money throughout my 

journey to keep me going. I've spent about $450 so far, 

some of which I've had to pay in bribes. 

I rst travelled through Somalia but I didn't have any 

documentation to enter legally and I was detained for 

some time in Mogadishu. After I was released, I looked for 

a smuggler to help me on the next leg of my journey. We 

continued onto Kismayo and waited there for my family to 

send me money, and then crossed the border into 

Mandera, where I am now. I've only used one smuggler so 

far, and I would say I view him as a service provider. He 

has helped me with transportation, accommodation and 

food and water. But he also lied to me about how much 

things would cost.

I wish I knew about things like how long the journey would 

take and the conditions I would travel in before I started 

the journey. Mogadishu was dangerous. There is a lot of 

violence and you can die.  If I knew all these things before 

I started my journey I would not have started it. It was very 

expensive and risky. But now that I have begun I will 

continue on. I hope to settle in Angola permanently.
*
Real name withheld

"I left my country in order to save my life, but I put my life at risk.”
33-year old Ethiopian man from Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region 

Voices on the move
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One of the key components of the DRDIP MMC partnership 

is 4Mi data collection with refugees and migrants from 

DRDIP countries. Between December 2019 and March 

2020, MMC and 4Mi interviewed 386 Ethiopians (271) 

and Somalis (115) in Kenya, Somalia and Yemen. 

4Mi data collection nds that Oromia was the main region 

of origin for (43%) Ethiopian respondents, and 13% were 

from Somali region. The number of respondents from other 

DRDIP regions was lower than in previous 4Mi data 

collection, which could indicate that less people are 

moving from DRDIP locations but this needs to be further 

studied. For Somali respondents, Banadir was the main 

region of origin (38%), and around 20% of respondents 

were from Gedo and Lower Juba. 

- Overall, respondents have a generally low level of 

education and there are indications of that education 

levels are decreasing among respondents. The 

percentage of those with 'no education' is high - 47% 

of Ethiopians and 41% of Somali respondents 

reported they had received no education. This 

represents an increase from previous 4Mi data 

collection. 

- The main drivers of mixed migration remain economic 

reasons, and general violence and insecurity across 

Ethiopian and Somali respondents. 

- Respondents are increasingly reporting they were 

unemployed prior to their migration journey. 39% of 

Ethiopian respondents and 63% of Somalis noted 

that they were unemployed prior to their migration 

journey, and increase for both from previous data 

collection. Respondents in Kenya also reported 

increased levels of unemployment. 

- There are variations in the types of geographic areas 

respondents had lived in before their current 

migration journey. Many Ethiopians (66%) reported 

they lived in urban areas prior to their migration 

journey. However, many Somali respondents (49%) 

reported they lived in rural areas before their 

migration and 37% reported that had lived in an IDP 

camp/settlement before migration.

- Most respondents had not previously migrated in their 

country of departure before embarking on their mixed 

migration journey. 75% of Ethiopian respondents and 

over 60% of Somali respondents had not previously 

migrated within their countries of departure. 

Topline trends: a focus on Somali and Ethiopian respondents
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Hara , Ethiopian*

I have been on the move from Ethiopia since January 

2019. There wasn't much opportunity for me back home. 

I am a 40-year-old widow from a rural town in the Somali 

region, and I have 5 children. I have never been to school 

and I was unemployed and dependent on my family to 

survive. The situation in Ethiopia was also repressive, I 

didn't feel like I was freedoms to express myself.

With the encouragement of my family and friends, and 

what I was seeing on social media, I left Ethiopia in a 

group of around 10 people, and also with some children 

in my care. My family raised the money to pay a smuggler 

in full to take us from Ethiopia to South Africa.  I chose 

South Africa because people are allowed to be free and 

there is respect for human rights. When I get there, I will 

not return. 

We rst stopped in Negele Borana, a town on the road 

that connects Addis Ababa and Dolo Ado. There we rested 

for a while before travelling into Kenya through Mandera, 

and onto Wajir and Garissa, where we are now. The 

journey through Kenya was difcult. We were arrested 

and detained in all those places and had to pay bribes to 

be released. So far, I would say that I have spent around 

$150 on bribes alone. $300 was paid to the smuggler. I 

wish I would have gotten some legal assistance, but our 

smuggler was good and he helped to deal with authorities 

at checkpoints and to release us from detention.

I chose this route because it was the cheapest, and so far 

the money I received from my family has been enough to 

cover the costs of the journey. There are some things I 

wish I knew before I left, like how long it would take and 

the conditions of the journey. It is not an easy task.
*
Real name withheld

  “My journey was full of misery. I don’t want to remember it.”
22 year old Ethiopian man from Oromia 

Voices on the move
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Djibouti is a very important transit country for refugees and 

migrants in mixed migration ows moving from East Africa, 

particularly for Ethiopians joining the Eastern Route to 

Yemen. By the end of 2019, 46% of all mixed migration 

arrivals  to Yemen had departed from Djibouti. In addition, 

—IOM reported over 215,000 migrant movements in 

Djibouti in 2019.

From July 2017 to November 2019, 99% of respondents 

interviewed by 4Mi in Djibouti over the period 2017-2019 

were Ethiopians. However, only 22% of respondents 

interviewed in Djibouti indicated that Djibouti was their nal 

destination. Various factors inuenced their decision to 

migrate to Djibouti, among which, better chances of getting 

a job, and access to better living standards featured highly. 

For migrants from Amhara and Oromia regions, employment 

was a major factor.

40% of respondents were still on their migration journeys 

and had no intention of settling in Djibouti, while 38% 

hadn't yet decided. Among those who were still on the 

move, Saudi Arabia was the primary destination for 91% of 

respondents. Other intended countries of destination were 

Canada, UAE, USA, Israel and Turkey. 

Djibouti was a major stopping point for refugees and 

migrants transiting through the country. Stopping points 

were reported at several different locations. This analysis 

includes the responses of 300 Ethiopian respondents who 

were interviewed in Djibouti, but also the response of 52 

refugees and migrants who were interviewed outside 

Djibouti, but reported stopping in the country while on their 

journeys.

The main stops for all respondents were Obock, Djibouti 

City, followed by Tadjoura, Hayu and Dikhil. The main 

reasons cited for these stops included respondents looking 

for smugglers to organize for their next stretch of journey 

(particularly Obock), detention (especially in Gala), waiting 

for money transfer from families and friends to pay for the 

next stretch of their journey, and staying with friends and 

relatives for a while. 
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Djibouti's key role in mixed migration 

Climate change and its effects on environmental 

degradation is one of the most critical challenges of our 

time, particularly in the East Africa region. However, the 

scale of the impact of climate change, environmental 

degradation, and extreme weather events on the most 

vulnerable individuals and communities is yet to be fully 

analysed. Climate change is increasingly understood to be a 

threat multiplier, that exacerbates existing political, 

economic, social, security, and environmental factors. In 

East Africa, harsh environmental conditions are aggravated 

by the effects of climate change, adding a further layer of 

complexity to the existing sociopolitical landscape that is 

often characterized by conict, poor governance, poverty, 

and mass displacement.   

There are strong linkages between climate and human 

livelihoods, as well as security and movement around the 

world – media headlines are increasingly lled with news of 

natural disasters, record heatwaves and protracted 

droughts, ooding, and rising sea levels. Supported by IGAD 

through the World Bank DRDIP, a MMC brieng paper 'Weak 

links: Challenging the climate & mixed migration paradigm 

in the Horn of Africa & Yemen' was launched earlier this year. 

The paper explores the debate about climate change and 

mixed migration,  focusing on specic contexts as well as 

different types of mobility. 

MMC's paper highlights that East Africa is a region 

particularly affected by rising temperatures and changing 

rainfall patterns. It nds that apart from limited and specic 

Challenging climate change and migration assumptions in East Africa

https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/087_weak_links.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/087_weak_links.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/087_weak_links.pdf
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cross-border movement related to droughts and natural 

disasters, more generally people adapt to environmental 

circumstances and climate change by moving within their 

countries – including the swelling of the ranks of city-

dwellers. While internal mobility (forced displacement and 

steady urbanization) is the primary consequence of a 

combination of factors, including climate change, there is 

limited evidence that climate impacts cause intercontinental 

and interregional mixed migration. Current research and 

evidence on the patterns of those in cross-border movement 

in mixed ows offers no clear answers to the correlation to 

climate. 

The region is probably one of the most vulnerable and fragile 

in the world. Conditions in East Africa are characterised by 

conict, authoritarian regimes, poor governance, poverty 

and mass displacement along with harsh environments with 

negative climate change impacts. But despite this it's hard 

to nd strong evidence that climate change features as a 

main cause. The brieng paper suggests that contrary to 

widely held assumptions, the linkages between these 

stresses and cross-border movement and mixed migration 

cannot be proven, for the moment at least. However, there 

was an increase in 4Mi respondents that cited 

environmental factors as drivers of migration in data 

collection in 2020 (23%) compared to previous ndings 

where only 4% of respondents noted environmental factors. 

The ‘Eastern Route’ is the mixed migration route from East 

Africa to the Gulf (through Yemen) and is the largest mixed 

migration route out of East Africa. An estimated 138,213 

refugees and migrants arrived in Yemen in 2019, and at 

least 29,643 reportedly arrived between January and April 

2020. However, the COVID-19 situation has had an impact 

on the Eastern Route, with a 74% reduction in crossings 

recorded between March (6,753) and April (1,725) 2020. 

Ethiopians made up around 92% of the arrivals into Yemen 

in 2019 and Somalis around 8%.

Every year, tens of thousands of Ethiopians and Somalis 

travel through harsh terrain in Djibouti and Puntland, 

Somalia to reach departure areas along the coastline where 

they embark on a dangerous maritime journey across the 

Red Sea or Arabian Sea to reach points along Yemen’s coast. 

Mi-grants and refugees traveling along this route face 

human rights violations at every stage of the journey, with a 

high risk of being trafcked, kidnaped, or dying at sea on one 

of the busiest maritime mixed migration routes in the world.

DRC MMC conducted 128 interviews conducted with 

Ethiopians and Somalis in Yemen between September 

2018 and March 2020 in locations across Yemen. 91 

respondents were men and 37 women. (Reports show 

around 83% of arrivals are men and boys, and 17% women 

and girls.) The majority of respondents (104) were 

Ethiopians (including 24 women and 80 men) and 24 were 

Somali (including 13 women and 11 men).

IGAD supported data collection and research exposes risks faced by refugees and migrants on
route to Yemen

          '’I wish I knew about things like how long the journey would take and the conditions I would travel in before 
I started the journey.''

25-year old migrant from Ali Sabieh, Djibouti
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Overall, 60% of the 4Mi respondents were from Ethiopia’s 

Oromia Region. Oromos face persecution in Ethiopia, and 

partner reports show that Oromos typically make up the 

largest proportion of Ethiopians traveling through Yemen, 

where they are particularly subject to abuse. The highest 

number of Somali respondents come from Banadir Region 

(18), which some of the highest numbers of internally 

displaced people in Africa. The capital city of Mogadishu is 

lo-cated in Banadir Region and areas around it host many 

displaced people seeking safety and jobs. Banadir is also the 

region of origin for many Somalis registered as refugees and 

asylum seekers in East Africa and Yemen.

The majority of Ethiopian (87%) and Somali (67%) 

respond-ents interviewed in Yemen reported that they were 

seeking better economic opportunities. The other top drivers 

for migration were personal and/or family reasons, violence 

and general insecurity, and a lack of rights in country of 

origin. The most commonly cited economic factors 

inuencing mi-gration were poor employment opportunities 

(57%) and low earning power (40%).

Overall, 43% of respondents report witnessing or 

experiencing protection risks during their journey towards 

Yemen. 53 Ethiopian respondents reported protection 

incidents (more than 50%), and only 2 Somali respondents 

(out of 24 inter-viewed). Further, 51% of people who 

identied as Ethiopian Oromos reported witnessing or 

experiencing protection incidents. This was notably higher 

than respondents from any other region of origin in Ethiopia 

or Somalia.

The most commonly reported abuses by both Ethiopians 

and Somalis were physical abuse, death, robbery and 

sexual as-sault. 25% of respondents reported experiencing 

physical abuse or harassment (of a non-sexual nature), 16% 

of re-spondents witnessed the death(s) of a migrant, 15% of 

re-spondents were robbed and 13% witnessed or 

experienced sexual assault. 20 Somali and Ethiopian 

refugees and mi-grants traveling to Yemen reported 

witnessing 190 deaths along their journey. Smugglers were 

most commonly report-ed as the perpetrator of migrant 

deaths (46% of respondents who reported witnessing 

deaths stated that smugglers were responsible).

16 of the 104 Ethiopian respondents interviewed (n=16) 

and 1 Somali respondent witnessed or experienced sexual 

as-sault or harassment during their journey to Yemen. 

Indecent assault or touching and rape were the most 

frequently re-ported SGBV incidents.

DRC MMC jointly works with IGAD RSFDMM in implementing mixed migration
interventions in DRDIP Project Countries through the support of The World Bank

www.drdipregional.igad.int
https://twitter.com/DrdipIGAD
mailto:drdip@igad.int
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